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Museums and Historic Sites
in Washington County, Oregon

Rice Northwest Museum of Rocks and Minerals 

26385 NW Groveland Dr.
Hillsboro, OR 97124
(503) 647-2418
www.ricenwmuseum.org
· Recognized as the finest mineral museum in the Pacific Northwest and one of the best in the U.S. 

· Master Gallery: former private collection of Richard and Helen Rice
· Highlight: famous "Alma Rose" Rhodochrosite from Colorado’s Sweet Home Mine
· Northwest Mineral Gallery: world’s largest opal-filled thunder egg, zeolites, quartz, crystallized gold 
· Rainbow Gallery: natural minerals that emit brilliant colors under long & short wave ultraviolet light
· Fossil Gallery: dinosaur eggs, dinosaur skeleton, ammonites, trilobites and mammoth tusks
· Meteorite Display presented by Cascade Meteorite Laboratory of Portland State University
· Highlights: amazing Gibeon Meteorite from Africa, meteorites from the Moon and Mars
· Petrified Wood Gallery: extensive collection of Dennis and Mary Murphy 
· Outdoor rock pile of unpolished agates, petrified wood, jaspers, thunder eggs, quartz crystals, etc., for purchase by quantity
· Situated in former 1952 residence of Richard and Helen Rice
· listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2006; recognized for its distinctive architectural style and use of natural stone and native Oregon woods
· Hours: Wed - Sun: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm; admission charged
Washington County Historical Museum 

17677 NW Springville Rd.
Portland, OR 97229

(503) 645-5353
www.washingtoncountymuseum.org
· Located at Portland Community College, Rock Creek, in unincorporated Washington County
· County history from Atfalati Indians through mid-1800 pioneer settlements to the present
· “Whipsaws to Chainsaws” exhibit: the history of logging and timber in Washington County

· More than 50,000 artifacts, including an 1853 jail building that held county and territorial prisoners
· Research library with 25,000 historic photos, maps, manuscripts, genealogical materials

· Hours: Mon - Sat: 10:00 am – 4:30 pm; admission charged

John Tigard House
10310 SW Canterbury Lane
Tigard, OR 97224 

· Built in 1880 by the eldest son of Wilson Tigard, founding father of Tigardville (now Tigard) 

· Carpenter Gothic Victorian architecture, listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979

· Open to the public on the second Sunday of each month
Old Scotch Church

30685 NW Scotch Church Rd.
Hillsboro, OR 97124
(503) 648-9573 

www.oldscotchchurch.org
· One of the oldest continuously used churches in Oregon – 1873 to present

· Established by settlers from Aberdeenshire, Scotland; early cemetery on church grounds 
· Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974
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The Clark Historic District in Forest Grove
· 18-block district with homes dating as early as 1854
· 10 buildings on the National Register of Historic Places

· Located between 16th and 19th Avenues and “A” and Elm Streets

· Settled by some of the earliest pioneers to come over the Oregon Trail  
Old College Hall at Pacific University

2043 College Way
Forest Grove, OR 97116
(503) 352-2211 

www.pacificu.edu
· Built in 1850, one of the oldest collegiate buildings in the western U.S. 
· Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 
· Museum galleries present history and cultural influence of Pacific University, plus foreign artifacts reflecting the university’s strong missionary heritage 
· Open first Wednesday of each month and for special events
Historic Sherwood Old Town
· Founded as Smockville, platted in 1889 and incorporated in 1893

· Located between NE Oregon Street and Third Avenue, Railroad Street and Ash Avenue

Washington County, Oregon occupies 727 square miles between Portland and the Oregon Coast.  It includes the communities of Banks, Beaverton, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Hillsboro, North Plains, Tigard, Tualatin, Sherwood    and Wilsonville. Washington County offers world-class golf courses, award-winning wineries, extensive outdoor recreation opportunities, scenic wetlands and wildlife preserves, superb dining and boutique-to-antique shopping.
For more information, visit www.wcva.org ; phone 503-644-5555 or 800-537-3149.

Washington County Visitors Association (WCVA)
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